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Hon. Bill Graham
Upper Canada College

As a student al Upper Canada College in the 1950s, Willkum (Bill) Graham: was a
prefect, 2 member of the Debaring Society and president of the sidents” United
Nittionts Club — [itting tdning, i, for life 'hm.rmu(xrd politics.

101957, the vear he grad: wited Grahin prowidesd B school yearhook nl.a'ge
‘Times, with s cuguatie. persomd guote ‘A d.uplmmlic fing: Detween tvo points”
Those paring words foreshadoned Graham's rle_-umy s 40 expen in d)phm:{q‘ and
mnliple points of vicw,

The Honoozible Bill Gratin. named iminisder of national defence
mer, his s-:nuh&b Ganadsty ninisicr of foreign sifiirs siace 202,
inclucles experiense as chaliman of the Saading Commitee of the Hotse « ki
on Forogn Affars and Tnwmational Trude He was Lie ﬁmmﬂng presicdent of the Inter-
Paigmentary Fonum of the Americas and is o mernber of the Intee-Parlimentmy Cotn-
ol Aginst Anti-Samitiam, In skliion, Griln was the et Noth AmeiGin pardia-
et o o PR Burmn, ancegamzation of legistacs o doond e ghobs whio
are convemed abour demoericy it Burma,
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Elizabeth Thomson
Bishop Strachan School

"Lwouldn’t e where ©am today il it werent for BSS.® elaims
Tlizabeth Thomsoen from: her summer home in Thunder Bay.
"The expericoce there chunged my whole focus and T am
exceedingly prateful.”

Thomson graduared from BSS in 1967, Today, she is an
establishied and highly successful businesswonmin operating
oul of Hong Kong — a long way from her mors in
Thurnder Bay, In 1977, armed wih q law degree
from MeGill alongside a facility in French, German
sindd Ttalian thanks 1o her experonce at BsS and as
an undergraduate ar the University of  Western
Onecic, she waveled o Hong Kong for a vacation
and niever looked back.

Aften three yoars as lepal counsel for a company
there; shie saw the opporiunities for entreprensirs in
this burgeoning part of the world and staned up her
wwn business,  Intemational  Corpormte Senvices,
forerunner of oday's 105 Trust Her specialy was

international tax Liow, and she tan o no-frills open)
tion out of her ting Hong Kong flan The office was

the dininig roonin her tnodest apartment, the desk
her dining table, the Hling area her Dedraom, 1he
hoardroom anywhere you could find a seat of picce of fldor, ICS Trust now
il companies aperate in Tlong Kong and throuph-

helps hundreds of interm:
our Asi. expanding: their markets withoul the hefty cost of infrastructure ever-
heails:

Of her experience 1l BSS, Thomson is emphatic, 'Ccame (o BSS out of the
public school system and can anly say that girls need single-sex cnvirenmients
in which to learn. Ar B5%, betng female is celebraled — iCs okay o be brght
and o succeed, It instills such confidence and a belief that you have endless
possibiliries”

*One of the things T remember most about BSS in boarding wis meeting girls
fram all over the world," recaills Thonison, "Coming from ‘Thunder Bay (bt was
guite an experience for me and really changed my outlocok ®

Thomson is poised o join the 355 Board of Goycmons this fall.

Al B5S were focussed .'ﬂmngly on what we call Waorld View " states TSS
Head, Natalie Little, "IP's part of our mission (o ensure it we not only reflect
a world view in e student body, Lut also that global perspectives permeare all
aspects of aur curdcutunm and co-curricular activities. Elizabeth has been a won-
daful voice for BSS i Hong kong and has continued to offer her perspecive
and ideas (o help the School. She's a wonderful and commited Old Gid *

Tirst elected s an ME for the. iy of ‘Torento Centre Rosedale m 1993, Grubam
1l lav. Imfﬂ.\mrar tha Inivarsiiy of Toronio, rear]ﬁng. s intermanional mide
e ay

et 10 puh'Flf Tife and cooperaion amane peoples and narlons, the Bic-
ulty established the Willkam €. Graham Chair i Inemaiional Law and Development

Bom in Montreil. Griham lived in Vancouver before studying ar Upper Canada Col-
lege, T erumed 1o his alod |
“Founders Dinnes,” a reunion.
in 1829, b Sir Tohn Colbome,

“Hill had great interpersonmd slalls,” recalls former classmate Ene Baron, who las cnossed patlis wath Griboon o
“He's aovery frivndly, oulgoing person today — cactly the same personalityaas Treman-
adds Banon, a onge-ime: pancipal ae Lipper Canady College.

Tis o intermational tnivels
bgr fronn our chays @t LOC T

Pre 'n.l

llsu hrw of the Europein Community. In recognition

Pact Ao E,"'Ih‘l ditor, College
Tinies, Head Lib

i Febman: 2001 as the keynote speaker at the
thir ingludes  celebration of the UCES [ounding,

=A digrleeatic fite berwesa oo points

Neysha SOODEEN

Branksome Hall
(The READ, Fall 20043

it begaars belief when o successful publish-
erand fomer ranway model, known since her
school days for glimour and grace, declares 'l
was such a nerd ar Branksome!”

Yel Neysha Soodeen ('89), who came (o
Dranksome Hall ingrade 11 trom Barbacos,
insists shie way o scepce gevl\ whio found a
welcoming home for three vears as 2 residen-
tial student at Brunksome.

Her parents wanted her 1o have a superior
cducanon i a sale yet challenging enviran-

rienn, and "everyone pointed us to Branksome Hall," recally soodeen,
Frigndships forged in Residence proved more enduring than Soodeen conld

imagine. "The boarders were all very. very close " she notes, "We didn't have

cliques at all

weswere one g group. We only gotinto a linde irooble, and

we had such groat times!"

Alter ewrning an ondergaaduate
depree in eriminology from Cadclon
Uiniversity, Soodeen swept nto the
warld ab high-fashion medeling in
Mikin, working: Tor the Elite Agency
Her twa years srelllng the runway
Tor Armani, Missom and  Versace
were Moo wiich fun,! followed by 4
much darker period m her life,

n 1993 T was diagnosed with can-
cer she recounts, 1 returned o
Toronto and: celebred my 24th
hirthday berween cancer treatnients.”
Bul she wasn’t alone. Soodecn’s Branksome buddies came in “from every-
where " aiving a grear bonst 1o her spiris.

Recovering at her parents” home in Barbados, Soodeen was stouck by the
lack of lifestvle publications inthe West Indies, Taurism promoetion abound-

. but Seodeen saw an unfilled niche for @ higl-end magazine covering
architecture, cuisine and unique Caribbean destinations. bo she created one:

Ovicher 1999 saw the fitst issue of MACO, now an international glossy
magazine. She has managed 1o echo the camaraderie of her Branksome years
by having an office filled with young women of her own generation. They rel-
ish the joy of crealing magazines thar reflect the beaury and vibrancy of the
Caribbean; Like Neysha Soodeen herself




